
To be approved at the Board of Education meeting July 10, 2012. 
 
MINUTES OF THE JUNE 26, 2012 SPECIAL BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING. 
 
The Shaker Heights Board of Education met in special workshop session on Tuesday, June 26, 
2012, at 6:01 p.m. at the Shaker Heights Board of Education Administration Building, 15600 
Parkland Drive, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120. 
 
Ms. Annette Tucker Sutherland, President, welcomed the Board and guests and thanked them for 
attending the workshop session, after which the Treasurer, Mr. Bryan Christman called the roll. 
 
Members present:  Mr. Norman A. Bliss, Mr. William L. Clawson II, Mrs. Jennifer P. Mearns, 
and Ms. Annette Tucker Sutherland.  Mr. Reuben Harris, Jr., joined the meeting in progress at 
6:19 p.m. 
 
President Sutherland briefly reported on the Records Commission meeting that was just held 
immediately before this evening’s special Board meeting.  By statute, the Commission consists 
of the Board President, the Superintendent and the Treasurer.  President Sutherland emphasized 
the importance of the Board’s recent appointment of Treasurer Christman as the official designee 
to attend periodic presentations of the House Bill No. 9 Public Records Training on behalf of the 
Board Members.  Ms. Sutherland thanked Mr. Christman for attending on their behalf and 
sharing information with them upon his return. 
 
At this time, President Sutherland called for Board Committee reports.   
 
Mr. Bliss updated the Board about a recent Neighborhood Revitalization Committee meeting 
held at City Hall, pertaining to the sale of a City-owned lot to a resident, enabling revitalization 
of the area.  Ms. Sutherland spoke briefly about the pension legislation being approved in the 
State General Assembly.  Superintendent Freeman commented on the third grade reading 
guarantee legislation signed by the Governor, and the minimal impact it is likely to have on our 
district.   
 
Board Member Mr. Reuben Harris, Jr., joined the meeting in progress at 6:19 p.m. during 
Superintendent Freeman’s update. 
 
At this time, the Board recognized Jennifer Mearns for her service as a Board member.  President 
Sutherland cited several examples of Mrs. Mearns’ participation as a professional, honest, and 
hard-working Board member, and thanked her for the time she has given the School District.   
 
Mr. Bliss complimented Mrs. Mearns on her Board election campaign and thanked her for her 
service and dedication,  including their joint service on the Library Trustee Selection Committee.   
 
Mr. Clawson complimented Mrs. Mearns on her tenacity and dedication to service to the Board 
and thanked her for inspiring him to stand for election as a board member.  Mr. Harris thanked 
Mrs. Mearns for the wisdom, courage and insight she brought to the Board.      
 
Superintendent Freeman offered his congratulations to Mrs. Mearns on her family’s new 
endeavors and thanked her for her service to the Board and the students of the District.  At this 
time President Sutherland and Superintendent Freeman jointly presented the traditional gift to a 
departing Board member, a Shaker chair.   
 
Mrs. Mearns commented on how impressed she has been with the quality of the Board.  She 
wished all well and thanked them for the gift.   
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President Sutherland welcomed the Board and guests to the work session, reminding them that 
there is no voting on items.  The work session began at 6:32 p.m.   
 
In introductory comments, Superintendent Freeman set the stage for the work session to continue 
discussion of the Strategic Plan and instruction.  Dr. Bernice Stokes, Assistant Superintendent, 
introduced Principals Sue Alig (Lomond) and Amy Davis (Onaway) as the primary presenters.  
 
Dr. Stokes, Ms. Alig and Ms. Davis each gave brief detailed presentations on aspects of the 
Strategic Plan relating to staff collaboration, differentiation of instruction and monitoring of 
student progress.  They also spoke to accomplishing the District goal of being global with the 
establishment of the International Baccalaureate program, while also meeting the State standards.   
 
After completion of the presentation by the panel members, a question, answer and discussion 
session ensued until 7:50 p.m. 
 
Superintendent Freeman summarized the work session discussion and thanked the panel for their 
presentation. 
 
President Sutherland asked if there were any comments from the public.  An audience member 
stated how impressed he was with the presentation and presenters, and commented on the third 
grade reading guarantee legislation recently signed by the Governor.    
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, at this time, Mr. Harris moved, 
seconded by Mrs. Mearns that the meeting be adjourned. 
 
Roll Call:  Ayes:  Mr. Bliss, Mr. Clawson, Mr. Harris, Mrs. Mearns, Ms. Sutherland. 
The motion carried. 
    
                    12-06-76 
 
The special meeting of the Shaker Heights Board of Education adjourned at 7:56 p.m. 
 
 
 
              
       Annette Tucker Sutherland, President 
 
 
              
       Bryan C. Christman, Treasurer 
 
 


